December 30, 2015

William Mallison
Contract Investigator
Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
U.S. House of Representatives
335 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Mr. Mallison:
On behalf of the physician, resident and medical student members of the Kentucky Medical Association (KMA),
I am writing to express concerns regarding the location of the new Robley Rex VA Medical Center (VAMC)
planned for Louisville, Kentucky.
The Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) proposal to build the VAMC near the junction of Watterson
Expressway and Brownsboro Road, also known as the Midlands location, does not adequately take into
account the best interests of veterans and the physicians who provide their care. Specifically, a number of
Community Based Outpatient Clinics face closure due to a lack of funding for currently existing leases. If this
threat becomes a reality, veterans may have no other option than to receive such care from the nearest VA
hospital, in this instance, the VAMC situated at the Midlands location. If so, veterans may be required to
expend additional time, energy and resources in order to reach critical services.
Furthermore, the VAMC heavily relies on the commitment of numerous physicians, residents and students to
provide care. Locating the VAMC at the Midlands seriously undermines, and possibly jeopardizes, the ability
of those providers to serve our most deserving citizens. Alternatively, constructing the VAMC in closer
proximity to a medical campus in downtown Louisville could prove more beneficial in providing high-quality,
more coordinated and efficient care.
For these reasons, the KMA does not believe the Midlands is the optimal location for the VAMC.
Enclosed please find a resolution passed by the KMA House of Delegates regarding this matter as well as
previous communication from KMA to the Department of Veterans’ Affairs stating concerns regarding the VA’s
decision.
Sincerely,

G. Randolph Schrodt, MD
Chairman, Kentucky Medical Association Board of Trustees
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